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A Srijayasimhavarman Inscription of
Unknown Provenance

Chatuporn Sirisamphan
Cha-ame Kaewglai
Bunlert Senanont

0 n February 3, 1989 the Sao Thai An-
tique Shop, Bangkok, donated a stone
slab with an inscription to the National
Musum 1n that city. Although the provenance
of the inscription 1s unknown, the text,
which mentions a Srijayasimhavarman,
probably a king of Champa or of Cambodia,
suggests that it comes from the Northeast

of Thailand.

This inscription, on one side of the
slab, contains seven lines in both the Sanskrit

and Khmer languages and employs the. Post-

Pallava and ancient Khmer scripts. It 1s
dated to c. 8th-9th c. A.D.

The 1nscription proclaims the great
deeds of King Srijayasimhavarman in pro-
vinding public welfare in the town of Sura-
pura and in commanding soldiers to dig a
reservolr near a sacred place where people
worshipped a Sivalinga. His deeds brought
happiness and tranquility to both the rich
and the poor.
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